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. The BRICS Ministers of Foreign Affairs/International Relations held their annual meeting
on the margins of the 80" Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 80)
on 26 September 2025. The meeting was chaired by India in its capacity as the incoming
BRICS Chair for 2026.

. The Ministers exchanged views on major issues of global and regional significance and
those on the agenda of the United Nations (UN) in the political, security, economic,
financial, and sustainable development spheres, as well as on intra-BRICS cooperation
and activities. They reaffirmed their commitment to strengthening cooperation in the
expanded BRICS under the three pillars of cooperation — political and security, economy
and finance, cultural and people to people exchanges, and to enhancing strategic
partnership for the benefits of our people.

. The Ministers commended the outcomes of the XVII BRICS Summit held in Rio de Janeiro

from 6-7 July 2025 under the theme "Strengthening Global South Cooperation for a
More Inclusive and Sustainable Governance”, with the participation of BRICS Partner
Countries as well as invited countries and international organizations. They reaffirmed
their commitment to implementing decisions and declarations adopted at the Summit,
including the BRICS Leaders’ Framework Declaration on Climate Finance, the BRICS
Leaders’ Statement on the Global Governance of Artificial Intelligence and the BRICS
Partnership for the Elimination of Socially Determined Diseases.

. The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to multilateralism, multipolarity and upholding
international law, including the purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations (UN), in their entirety and interconnectedness as its indispensable
cornerstone and the central role of the UN in the international system, consisting of equal
sovereign states, in maintaining international peace and security, promoting human rights
and sustainable development, and fostering cooperation among States based on the
principles of solidarity, democracy, non-interference in internal affairs of other States,
inclusiveness, collaboration and consensus, sovereign equality, equity, mutual respect,
understanding and justice.

. The Ministers reiterated their commitment to ensuring greater and more meaningful
participation and representation of Emerging Markets and Developing Countries
(EMDCs), as well as Least Developed Countries (LDCs), especially from Asia, Africa,
Latin America and the Caribbean, in global decision-making processes and structures

1



and making them better attuned to contemporary realities. They also called for achieving
equitable geographical representation in the Secretariat of the United Nations and other
international organizations in a timely manner, as well as increasing the role and
representation of women, especially from EMDCs, at all levels of leadership and
responsibilities in these organizations. They stressed the need for the selection and
appointment process of executive heads and senior positions to be guided by the
principles of transparency and inclusiveness, and carried out in accordance with all the
provisions of Article 101 of the UN Charter, with due regard for recruiting staff on a
geographical basis as wide as possible and equal participation of women, and adhere to
the general rule that there should be no monopoly on senior posts in the UN system by
any State or group of States. The Ministers also deplored attempts, including by
deliberately withholding assessed contributions, to unilaterally undermine the work of
multilateral institutions and impair the implementation of their respective mandates.

. The Ministers reiterated their commitment to reforming and improving global governance
by promoting a more just, equitable, agile, effective, efficient, responsive, representative,
legitimate, democratic and accountable international and multilateral system in the spirit
of extensive consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits. They emphasized
dialogue and mutual understanding as a basis of international relations. They reiterated
the centrality of sustainable development and inclusive growth in the UN agenda. They
emphasized the need for fostering resilience and advancing sustainability as crucial for
growth and sustainable development in the Global South and the world at large.

. The Ministers reaffirmed the need for all countries to cooperate in promoting and
protecting human rights and fundamental freedoms under the principles of equality and
mutual respect and to fight all forms of discrimination. They agreed to continue to treat all
human rights including the right to development in a fair and equal manner, on the same
footing and with the same emphasis. In this context, they agreed to strengthen
cooperation on issues of common interests, both within BRICS and in multilateral fora,
taking into account the necessity to promote, protect and fulfill human rights in a non-
selective, non-politicized and constructive manner and without double standards,
constructive dialogue and cooperation. They called for the respect of democracy and
human rights. In this regard, they underlined that these should be implemented on the
level of global governance as well as at national level. They reaffirmed their commitment
to ensuring the promotion and protection of democracy, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all with the aim to build a brighter shared future for the international
community based on mutually beneficial cooperation.

. The Ministers underscored the need to intensify the fight against racism, racial
discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance as well as discrimination based on
religion, faith or belief, and all their contemporary forms around the world, including the
alarming trends of rising hate speech, disinformation and misinformation. They welcomed
the proclamation of a Second International Decade for People of African Descent (2025
—2034), by the UN General Assembly. They welcomed the decision of the African Union
to designate 2025 as the year for “Justice for Africans and People of African Descent
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Through Reparations” and recognize the efforts of the African Union to tackle the
destructive legacy of colonialism and the slave trade. The Ministers also noted the
Second Africa — CARICOM Summit hosted in Addis Ababa in September 2025, to foster
economic, social and political relations between the African continent and countries with
significant populations of people of African descent.

The Ministers called for more just and equitable global governance and mutually
beneficial relations among nations based on international law with an enhanced role for
the Global South and the developing world in global governance, reflective of their
growing economies, demography, and contributions towards sustainable development,
including poverty eradication. They acknowledged that multipolarity can expand
opportunities for EMDCs to develop their constructive potential and enjoy universally
beneficial, inclusive and equitable economic globalization and cooperation. They renewed
their calls for reforming the global governance institutions and global financial architecture
to better reflect the contemporary global realities.

10.1n light of the 80th Anniversary of the United Nations under the theme: ‘Better together:

11.

80 years and more for peace, development and human rights, the Ministers recalled
UNGA Resolutions 75/1, 77/335 and other relevant resolutions, and reiterated their
commitment to provide the United Nations with all the required support it needs to
discharge its mandate. They emphasized the strong call for reforms of the principal
organs of the United Nations with a view to achieving concrete progress. They
recommitted to instill new life in the discussions on reform of the UN Security Council and
continue the work to revitalize the General Assembly and strengthen the Economic and
Social Council. They looked forward to the successful conclusion of the 2025 Review of
the UN Peacebuilding Architecture. The Ministers also looked forward to the outcome of
the review of all UN peace operations.

The Ministers noted the current global context of polarization and distrust and encouraged
global action to strengthen international peace and security. They called on the
international community to respond to these challenges and associated security threats
through politico-diplomatic measures to lower conflict potential and stressed the need to
engage in conflict prevention efforts, including through addressing their root causes. They
underscored that security among all countries is indivisible and reiterated their
commitment to the peaceful resolution of international disputes through dialogue,
consultation and diplomacy. They encouraged the active role of regional organizations in
conflict prevention and resolution and supported all efforts conducive to the peaceful
settlement of crises. They highlighted the importance of mediation and preventive
diplomacy as essential tools to avoid crises and prevent their escalation, in accordance
with the Purposes and Principles of the UN Charter. In this regard, they agreed to explore
avenues for cooperation on the prevention of armed conflicts, UN peacekeeping
missions, African Union peace support operations, and mediation and peace processes.



12.The Ministers reaffirmed their strong commitment to strengthening multilateral
cooperation to address humanitarian crises worldwide. They expressed concern at the
dwindling of international responses, which were already insufficient, fragmented, and
often politicized. They strongly condemned all violations of international humanitarian law,
including deliberate attacks on civilians, including scientists and journalists and civilian
objects, including civilian infrastructure, as well as the denial or obstruction of
humanitarian access and the targeting of humanitarian personnel. They underlined the
need to address accountability for all violations of international humanitarian law.

13.1In light of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the thirtieth anniversary of
the Fourth World Conference on Women held in New York on 22 September 2025, the
Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to promote the full and effective implementation of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. The Ministers looked forward to the
incoming Global Leaders’ Meeting on Women co-hosted by China and the UN Women
and reaffirmed their commitment to advancing women’s rights and leadership. The
Ministers also reaffirmed their commitment to full implementation and advancement of the
Women, Peace and Security (WPS) agenda, especially in view of the upcoming 25th
anniversary of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000). They further reiterated the
importance of ensuring the full, equal, safe and meaningful participation of women in
decision-making at all levels of peace and security processes, including conflict
prevention and resolution, humanitarian relief, mediation, peace operations, peace-
building, and post-conflict reconstruction and development.

14.Recognizing the 2023 Johannesburg-ll Leaders’ Declaration, the Ministers reiterated their
support for a comprehensive reform of the United Nations, including its Security Council,
with a view to making it more democratic, representative, effective and efficient, and to
increase the representation of developing countries in the Council’s memberships so that
it can adequately respond to prevailing global challenges and support the legitimate
aspirations of emerging and developing countries from Africa, Asia and Latin America,
including BRICS countries, to play a greater role in international affairs, in particular in the
United Nations, including its Security Council. The Ministers recognized the legitimate
aspirations of African countries, as reflected in the Ezulwini Consensus and Sirte
Declaration. The Ministers stressed that the United Nations Security Council reform is to
lead to the amplified voice of the Global South. Recalling the 2022 Beijing and 2023
Johannesburg-Il Leaders’ Declarations, China and Russia, as permanent members of the
United Nations Security Council, reiterated their support to the aspirations of Brazil and
India to play a greater role in the United Nations, including its Security Council.



15.Recalling that 2025 marks the eightieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War,
a war which brought untold sorrow to humankind, particularly in Europe, Asia, Africa, the
Pacific and other parts of the world, the Ministers rendered their full support to the UNGA
Resolution 79/272 on the Eightieth anniversary of the end of the Second World War, on
this historic event, which established the conditions for the creation of the United Nations,
designed to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war.

16. The Ministers commended four consecutive developing countries as G20 Presidencies
of Indonesia, India, Brazil, and South Africa during 2022-2025. They applauded the
inclusion of the African Union as a full G20 member and the inclusion of voices from the
Global South in the G20 mandate. They reaffirmed the support for G20 as the premier
forum for international economic cooperation, and committed to deepening
macroeconomic policy coordination, strengthening development cooperation, and
accommodate needs and concerns of the Global South.

17.The Ministers reaffirmed their willingness to coordinate positions in order to enhance
inclusiveness and amplify the voice of the Global South in the global economic
governance system so that it adequately reflects EMDCs’ rising weight in the global
economy and further integrate their priorities in the G20 agenda. They saluted
strengthening of the EMDCs’ voice in the G20 through the accession of the African Union
during India’s presidency of G20 in 2023 and the invitation to the NDB during Brazilian
and South African presidencies, including by their closer interaction and alignment.

18.The Ministers expressed their readiness to continue to enhance cooperation with the
African Union to help address challenges, in particular economic vulnerabilities, in line
with the aspirations of the African Union Agenda 2063 and its Second Ten Year
Implementation Plan. They underscored the urgent need to address Africa’s
development, debt burden and the impact of global economic volatility on the Continent’s
fiscal space and stressed the importance of a reformed international financial system,
responding to Africa’s priorities and needs.

19.Cognizant of the growing complexity in contemporary global challenges, including
heightened geopolitical tensions, they underscored the urgent need for collective
responses. The Ministers agreed that BRICS will continue to play a proactive and
constructive role in addressing global challenges through dialogue and diplomacy.

20.The Ministers reaffirmed support to the principle “African solutions to African problems”
that should continue to serve as the basis for conflict resolution on the African continent.
They recognized the critical role played by the African Union in conflict prevention,
management and resolution and reaffirmed their support for African peace efforts on the
continent, including those undertaken by the African Union, and African sub-regional
organizations. The Ministers committed to consider new ways to support African Union
peace support operations, mediation efforts, peace processes and broader peace-

building initiatives in the African continent.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

The Ministers expressed deep concern over the ongoing conflicts and instability in the
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region and underlined the particular urgency of
addressing the current situation in the Middle East. In this regard, they reaffirmed their
commitment to the Joint Statement by BRICS Deputy Foreign Ministers and Special
Envoys at their meeting of 28 March 2025.

The Ministers stated that regional crises in the MENA region should be exclusively
resolved through political and diplomatic dialogue based on unconditional respect for
independence, territorial integrity, and sovereignty of countries in the region. The
Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the basic principle that peace and security in the
MENA region should be achieved and sustained in accordance with, and in full respect
for, international law and the United Nations (UN) Charter. They reaffirmed the primary
role of the UN Security Council (UNSC) in maintaining international peace and security.

The Ministers condemned Israel’s armed attack on the State of Qatar, which constitutes
a flagrant violation of Qatar’s sovereignty, a grave breach of international law, including
the UN Charter, and a threat to regional and international peace and security. They also
noted the recent Urgent Debate on the armed attack launched by Israel against the State
of Qatar, convened on 16 of September 2025 at the 60th Session of the Human Rights
Council. They reaffirmed their commitment to uphold the rule of law, human rights, peace
and security.

The Ministers condemned the military strikes against the Islamic Republic of Iran since
13 June 2025, which constitute a violation of international law and the Charter of the
United Nations, and expressed grave concern over the subsequent escalation of the
security situation in the Middle East. They further expressed serious concern over
deliberate attacks on civilian infrastructure and peaceful nuclear facilities under full
safeguards of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), in violation of international
law and relevant resolutions of the IAEA. Nuclear safeguards, safety, and security must
always be upheld, including in armed conflicts, to protect people and the environment
from harm. In this context, they reiterated their support for diplomatic initiatives aimed at
addressing regional challenges. They called upon the United Nations Security Council to
be seized of this matter.

The Ministers expressed, in particular, grave concern about the situation in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory and the persistent Israeli attacks against Gaza, which, after almost
two years, continue to cause unprecedented suffering to the civilian population of the
territory, ravaged by deaths, destruction, and famine. The Ministers condemned in this
regard all attempts to displace the Palestinian people from their occupied territory under
any pretext or circumstances. They reiterated their calls for an immediate and permanent
ceasefire, leading to the cessation of Israeli attacks, the full withdrawal of Israeli troops
from the territory, the release of remaining hostages and detainees, and unhindered
access and delivery of humanitarian aid, at scale. They further underscored, their
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unwavering support for UNRWA and stressed the need to fully respect its mandate, as
granted by the United Nations General Assembly, for the provision of essential services
to Palestinians across its five fields of operation. The Ministers urged for the expeditious
reconstruction of the civic infrastructure of the territory, with a central role by the
Palestinians, as agreed in the Emergency Arab Summit on Palestine of 4 March 2025,
and they noted with appreciation the initiative to convene an upcoming pledging
conference to be held in Cairo. Efforts to stabilize and rebuild Gaza must go hand in hand
with a just and lasting political resolution of the protracted conflict, which can only be
achieved by peaceful means and depends on the fulfilment of the legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people. The Ministers emphasized that the Gaza Strip is an inseparable part
of the Occupied Palestinian Territory, they further underscored the importance of unifying
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip under a reformed Palestinian Authority and reaffirmed
the right of the Palestinian people to self-determination. They reaffirmed support for the
State of Palestine’s full membership in the United Nations in the context of the unwavering
commitment to the two-state solution, in accordance with international law, including
relevant UN Security Council and General Assembly resolutions, and the Arab Peace
Initiative, that includes the establishment of a sovereign, independent and viable State
of Palestine within the internationally recognized 1967 borders, which includes the Gaza
Strip and the West Bank, with East Jerusalem as its capital, in order to achieve the vision
of two States living side by side, in peace and security.

26.The Ministers expressed their concern over the situation in Sudan resulted in a
humanitarian crisis and the growing risk of proliferation of extremism and terrorism. They
reiterated their positions in this regard and called for an immediate, permanent, and
unconditional ceasefire and for a peaceful resolution of the conflict. They also stressed
the need for sustained, urgent and unhindered access to humanitarian assistance for the
Sudanese population, and for the scaling up of humanitarian aid to Sudan and
neighboring countries.

27.The Ministers expressed strong condemnation of any acts of terrorism as criminal and
unjustifiable, regardless of their motivation, whenever, wherever and by whomsoever
committed. They condemned in the strongest terms the terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir on 22 April 2025, during which 26 people were killed and many more injured.
They reaffirmed their commitment to combating terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, including the cross-border movement of terrorists, terrorism financing and
safe havens. They reiterated that terrorism should not be associated with any religion,
nationality, civilization or ethnic group and that all those involved in terrorist activities and
their support must be held accountable and brought to justice in accordance with relevant
national and international law. They urged to ensure zero tolerance for terrorism and reject
double standards in countering terrorism. They emphasized the primary responsibility of
States in combating terrorism and that global efforts to prevent and counter terrorist
threats must fully comply with their obligations under international law, including the
Charter of the United Nations, in particular the purposes and principles thereof, and
relevant international conventions and protocols, in particular international human rights
law, international refugee law and international humanitarian law, as applicable. They

welcomed the activities of the BRICS Counter-Terrorism Working Group (CTWG) and its
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five Subgroups based upon the BRICS Counter-Terrorism Strategy, the BRICS Counter-
Terrorism Action Plan and the CTWG position paper. They look forward to further
deepening counter-terrorism cooperation. They called for an expeditious finalization and
adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism in the UN
framework. They called for concerted actions against all UN designated terrorists and
terrorist entities.

28.The Ministers expressed concern over proliferation of trade-restrictive actions, whether in
the form of indiscriminate rising of tariffs and non-tariff measures, or protectionism, in
particular measures used as a means of coercion that threaten to further reduce global
trade, disrupt global supply chains, and introduce uncertainty into international economic
and trade activities, potentially exacerbating existing economic disparities and affecting
prospects for global economic development. They voiced serious concerns about the rise
of unilateral tariff and non-tariff measures which distort trade and are inconsistent with
WTO rules. They cautioned against such practices that risk fragmenting global trade and
marginalizing the Global South.

29.Recalling the BRICS Declaration on WTO Reform and Strengthening of the Multilateral
Trading System, the Ministers reaffirmed their unwavering support for strengthening a
non-discriminatory, open, equitable, transparent, fair, inclusive, and rules-based
multilateral trading system, with the World Trade Organization (WTQO) at its core while
upholding the principles of Special & Differential Treatment for developing members,
including LDCs. They strongly advocated for the immediate restoration of an accessible,
effective, fully-functioning, two-tier binding WTO dispute settlement mechanism as a
foundation for trust, predictability, for all members, and the appointment of new appellate
body members without further delay. The Ministers looked forward to the 14th WTO
Ministerial Conference and to working towards strengthening the organization through
necessary reform and to restoring the credibility of the multilateral trading system. The
Ministers reiterated their strong support to Ethiopia and Islamic Republic of Iran’s bid for
accession to the WTO.

30. The Ministers rejected unilateral, punitive and discriminatory protectionist measures, that
are not in line with international law, under the pretext of environmental concerns, such
as unilateral and discriminatory carbon border adjustment mechanisms (CBAMs),
deforestation regulations, due diligence requirements, taxes and other measures and
reconfirmed full support for the call in COP28 related to avoidance of unilateral trade
measures based on climate or environment. The Ministers also opposed unilateral
protectionist measures, which deliberately disrupt the global supply and production chains
and distort competition.



31.The Ministers called for concerted efforts and early conclusion and implementation of the
BRICS Strategy for Economic Partnership 2030, which would aim at consolidating
mandates and guiding principles for the cooperation of BRICS on issues relating to
multilateral trading system, digital economy, international trade, financial cooperation and
trade and sustainable development.

32.0n the 80th anniversary, the Ministers reiterated the urgent need to reform the Bretton
Woods Institutions (BWI) to make them more agile, effective, credible, inclusive, fit for
purpose, unbiased, accountable, and representative, enhancing their legitimacy. First and
foremost, their governance must be reformed to reflect the transformation of the global
economy since their establishment. The Ministers called for improved management
procedures, including through a merit-based and inclusive selection process that would
increase regional diversity and representation of EMDEs in the leadership of the IMF and
the WBG, as well as the role and representation of women at the managerial level. The
Ministers urged for meaningful quota realignment under the 17th General Review of
Quotas at the earliest possible time that should not come at the expense of developing
countries, reflecting countries’ relative positions in the global economy, and increasing
the shares of EMDEs, in line with BRICS Rio de Janeiro Vision for IMF Quota and
Governance Reform. They reaffirmed that the 2025 World Bank Shareholding Review is
a critical tool to strengthen multilateralism and enhance the legitimacy of the World Bank
Group, as a better, bigger, and more effective development finance institution. In line with
the Lima principles, BRICS countries continue to advocate for the increased voice and
representation of developing countries, underpinned by a shareholding realignment that
corrects their historic underrepresentation.

33.As the New Development Bank is set to embark on its second golden decade of high-
quality development, the Ministers recognized and supported its growing role as a robust
and strategic agent of development and modernization in the Global South. The Ministers
lauded the growing role of the New Development Bank (NDB) in meeting the development
priorities and infrastructure needs of EMDCs. The Ministers welcomed the Bank’s steady
expansion of its capacity to mobilize resources, foster innovation, expand local currency
financing, diversify funding sources, and support impactful projects that advance
sustainable development, reduce inequality, and promote infrastructure investments and
economic integration. They recognized NDB as a crucial BRICS institution for promoting
sustainable development, reducing inequalities, and supporting resilience in emerging
economies. The Ministers reiterated support for the further expansion of NDB
membership and expedited consideration of applications of interested BRICS countries,
in line with the NDB General Strategy and related policies. They also called for
strengthening the Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA) and encouraged greater
participation of new members in its operations.



34.The Ministers acknowledged the progress made by BRICS countries in advancing the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in its three
dimensions—economic, social, and environmental. They underscored the importance of
continued efforts to eradicate poverty, reduce, inequality and promote sustainable and
inclusive growth. The Ministers called upon developed countries to fulfill their Official
Development Assistance (ODA) commitments, in particular that of dedicating at least
0.7% of their gross national income for ODA, and to facilitate the timely and affordable
transfer of relevant technologies, knowledge, and capacity-building to developing
countries. They emphasized that strengthened global partnerships and equitable
resource flows are essential for bridging development gaps and achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) within the established timelines. They further urged
developed countries to reserve the classification of ODA to initiatives strictly linked to
development.

35.The Ministers emphasized that just, inclusive and balanced energy transitions present
social, economic and technological opportunities to contribute to universal energy access,
energy markets stability, economic growth and GHG emissions reductions in line with the
national circumstances, needs and priorities, principle of technological neutrality and
SDGs. In this context, they acknowledged the updated Roadmap for BRICS Energy
Cooperation 2025-2030 and the important role of the BRICS Energy Research
Cooperation Platform in energy, cooperation and fostering energy access, within the
BRICS format. They also recalled the importance of energy security and the need to
increase energy access and affordability.

36.The Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to urgent and collective action to combat
climate change, guided by the principles of equity and Common But Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities (CBDR-RC), in light of national
circumstances. They highlighted the CBDR principle must remain central to global climate
governance and reiterated the need for developed countries to meet their commitments
on climate finance, technology transfer, and capacity building. The Ministers expressed
strong support for Brazil’'s upcoming Presidency of COP30 and welcomed Ethiopia’s and
India’s candidacy to host COP32 and COP33 respectively. They welcomed initiatives
and contributions made by BRICS countries and partner countries in contributing to the
global response to climate change.
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37.The Ministers emphasized that ensuring accessible, timely and affordable climate finance

is critical for enabling just transition pathways that combine climate action with sustainable
development. They called upon developed countries to fully deliver on their commitments
to providing financial resources to assist developing countries, taking into account the
needs and priorities of developing countries in just transitions. They also underlined the
importance of a refocused effort for enhancing supporting technology transfer and
development, in compliance with national legislation and policies, capacity building
initiatives and targeted concessional finance, while recognizing the cross-cutting nature
of climate finance. They encouraged an integrated approach across multiple areas of
expertise to leverage BRICS collective strength, with a view to scale up access to climate
finance for all member countries.

38.The Ministers welcomed the convening of the Second Africa Climate Summit by the

African Union held in Addis Ababa, 8-10 September 2025.

39.The Ministers underscored the importance of enhancing the resilience of infrastructure

systems to climate and disaster risks as is vital to achieving sustainable development in
the Global South. The need to invest in resilient infrastructure and to ensure that
infrastructure plans are risk informed was emphasized. They acknowledged that building
disaster-resilient infrastructure contributes directly to long-term sustainability and
economic stability. The Ministers reiterated the readiness of BRICS countries to
cooperate to improve national disaster risk reduction systems and capacities to reduce
disaster-related damage and protect infrastructure, human lives and livelihoods as well
as to mobilize sufficient funding and increase private investment for comprehensive
infrastructure development.

40.The Ministers looked forward to further promoting transport dialogue, including in civil

41.

aviation, to meet demands of all stakeholders and to enhance the BRICS countries
transport potential while also respecting the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all
member states while carrying out transport cooperation. They reaffirmed the commitment
of BRICS countries to develop sustainable and resilient transport infrastructure,
recognizing its critical role in economic growth, connectivity, and environmental
sustainability.

The Ministers reaffirmed that cooperation within and through BRICS is fundamental to
contributing to the global effort towards a sustainable future and equitable and just
transitions for all. The Ministers underscored the importance of the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, of the fair, equitable sharing of benefits arising from the
utilization of genetic resources and of the effective implementation of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, its Protocols, and its Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework. The Ministers appreciated the establishment of the Kunming Biodiversity
Fund and the contribution made by the Government of China and recognized its
significant role in supporting developing countries for their biodiversity conservation. The
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Ministers recognized the active role of BRICS countries in the COP16 negotiations,
particularly with regard to resource mobilization. The Ministers urged developed countries
to ensure the provision of adequate, effective, predictable, timely and accessible financial
resources to developing countries, as well as to improve capacity building, development
and transfer of technology to developing countries for the conservation, sustainable use
and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the use of biodiversity. The
Ministers underscored the critical role of all types of forests, including tropical forests, for
conserving biodiversity, preserving water basins and soils and providing timber and non-
timber forest products of high value for economic sectors, regulating hydrological cycles,
as well as combatting desertification and land degradation and serving as vital carbon
sinks. In that regard, the Ministers took note of the UAE co-hosting the 2026 UN Water
Conference with Senegal, which would focus on accelerating the implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6 on Clean Water and Sanitation. They also took
note of the “United for Our Forests” initiative, which promotes the conservation,
sustainable management, and restoration of these essential tropical ecosystems. The
Ministers took note of the Mangrove Alliance for Climate co-led by the UAE and Indonesia
as platforms for international cooperation. While appreciating the efforts of BRICS
countries to preserve rare species and noting the high vulnerability of big cats, they took
note of the Republic of India’s initiative to create an International Big Cats Alliance and
encourage BRICS countries to work together to the conservation of big cats.

42.The Ministers welcomed the plans to launch the Tropical Forest Forever Facility in Belém,
at COP30, and recognized it as an innovative mechanism designed to mobilize long-term,
results-based financing for tropical forest conservation. They encouraged potential donor
countries to announce ambitious contributions, in order to ensure the Facility’s
capitalization and timely operationalization.

43.The Ministers underscored the role of the WHO as the directing and coordinating authority
on international health work within the UN System. They emphasized the importance of
strengthening equitable, accessible, and resilient health systems to prepare for and
respond to future pandemics. The Ministers acknowledged the adoption of the WHO
Pandemic Agreement and supported the negotiations on its Annex on Pathogen Access
and Benefit-Sharing. They encouraged intra-BRICS cooperation and experience sharing
on digital health, vaccine research and development, manufacturing capacity,
tuberculosis (TB), antimicrobial resistance (AMR), nuclear medicine, traditional medicine
systems. They acknowledged the establishment of the BRICS Partnership to Eliminate
Socially Determined Diseases and the necessity to promote vaccine cooperation through
the BRICS Vaccine Development Centre.

44.The Ministers expressed concern about the growing risks of nuclear danger and conflict.
They reiterated the need for invigorating the system of disarmament, arms control and
nonproliferation and for preserving its integrity and effectiveness to achieve global stability
and international peace and security. They stressed the significant contribution of nuclear
weapon-free zones to the strengthening of the nuclear non-proliferation regime,
reaffirmed their support for and respect towards all existing nuclear-weapons free-zones
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and their associated assurances against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, and
acknowledged the paramount importance of the efforts aiming at accelerating the
implementation of the resolutions on the Establishment of a Zone Free of Nuclear
Weapons and other Weapons of Mass Destruction in the Middle East, including the
Conference convened pursuant to UN General Assembly Decision 73/546. They called
on all invited parties to participate in this conference in good faith and engage with this
effort constructively. They welcomed the adoption of the UNGA Resolution 79/241
“Comprehensive study of the question of nuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects”.

45.The Ministers recognized the need to ensure the use of space systems, as well as the
achievements of space science and technologies, for peaceful purposes. They also
reasserted their support for ensuring the long-term sustainability of outer space activities
and prevention of an arms race in outer space (PAROS) and of its weaponization, as well
as the threats or use of force against outer space objects, including through negotiations
to adopt a relevant legal multilateral instrument to ensure global security. They recognized
the submission of the updated Draft Treaty on the Prevention of the Placement of
Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects
(PPWT) to the Conference on Disarmament in 2014 as an important step towards this
goal. They stressed that practical and non-binding commitments such as Transparency
and Confidence-Building Measures (TCBMs), and universally agreed norms, rules, and
principles may also contribute to PAROS. They noted the initiative of some BRICS
Members at the General Assembly to create a single Open-Ended Working Group to
enable coherent, inclusive and effective discussions that serves such purpose and
undertake to engage constructively in the process, on the basis of existing achievements,
including on substantial elements on a legally binding instrument on PAROS.

46.Recognizing the importance of making international governance, dialogues on
governance of Artificial Intelligence (Al) for peaceful purposes, inclusive and
representative through meaningful participation especially from Global South, the
Ministers underscored the need for collective efforts at the United Nations on Al
governance that upholds Al for good and for all taking into account national policies,
regulations and applicable international agreements, ensures sovereignty of States,
development of trustworthy Al systems, equitable access to resources critical for
responsible Al development, stimulates innovation and economic growth, ensures privacy
and data protection, promotes leveraging Al for diverse Al solutions to address global
social realities, including economic, linguistic, and cultural diversities in accordance to
national and regional priorities and national regulatory frameworks. The Ministers looked
forward to BRICS cooperation to help developing countries strengthen Al capacity
building. They reiterated the UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/78/311 —
Enhancing International Cooperation on Capacity-building of Artificial Intelligence. They
also welcomed the General Assembly Resolution 79/325 adopted on 26 August 2025 to
establish two new mechanisms — the UN Independent International Scientific Panel on Al
and the Global Dialogue on Al Governance — to promote international cooperation on the
governance of Al with the United Nations at the Centre.
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47.The Ministers underscored the important role of BRICS economies in fostering innovation,
advancing technological cooperation, including in areas related to Industry 4.0, and
promoting deeper engagement among start-ups and SMEs through intra-BRICS
initiatives and exchanges. They acknowledged the importance of strengthening
cooperation under the Partnership on the New Industrial Revolution (PartNIR). They
encouraged members to join the BRICS Center for Industrial Competences (BCIC). They
appreciated the launch of the BRICS Startup Knowledge Hub under the BRICS Startup
Forum and reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening collaboration in this
regard.

48.The Ministers recognized the transformative impact of Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) as a key driver of socioeconomic growth and digital transformation
in BRICS countries and reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening collaboration
in this regard. They reaffirmed their support for an open, safe, secure, stable, accessible,
peaceful, and interoperable ICT environment and stressed the importance of the Global
Mechanism on Developments in the Field of ICTs in the Context of International Security
and Advancing Responsible States Behaviour in the Use of ICTs. They underscored the
leading role of the United Nations in fostering constructive dialogue to forge common
understandings on security in the use of ICTs and discussions on developing a universal
legal framework in this realm and the further development and implementation of
universally agreed norms, rules and principles for responsible behavior of States in the
use of ICTs. They called upon all States to sign and ratify the UN Convention against
Cybercrime, in accordance with domestic laws, processes and procedures, as soon as
possible, with an aim to enhance international cooperation in combating cybercrime. The
Ministers emphasized the importance of promoting the use of ICT for peaceful purposes
and in a more inclusive and accessible manner, and ensuring that its applications remain
people-centered. They called for concerted efforts to address challenges stemming from
and within the digital realm such as threat to security in the use of ICTs, malicious
software, data security, and the misuse of technologies including cybercrime,
disinformation and deepfakes. They called for a comprehensive, balanced, objective
approach to the development and security of ICT products and systems as well as for the
development and implementation of globally interoperable common rules and standards
for supply chain security.

49.The Ministers reiterated that utilizing science and technology for peaceful purposes is an
inalienable right and encouraged all countries to implement the UN General Assembly
resolution titled “Promoting International Cooperation on Peaceful Uses in the Context of
International Security” (A/res/79/80) and UN GA Resolution titled “Role of Science and
Technology in the context of international security and disarmament” (A/res79/23).
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50. The Ministers recognized that women, along with children, are the main victims of crimes

51.

such as human trafficking. The Ministers welcomed the adoption of the 2010 United
Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons and look forward to the
High-Level Meeting of the United Nations General Assembly on the appraisal of the
United Nations Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons to be held on 24 -
25 November 2025 in New York, which would contribute to the promotion and protection
of the rights of women and children, as well as enhance cooperation and better
coordination of efforts in fighting trafficking in persons.

The Ministers recognized the serious threat posed by crimes that affect the environment,
such as illegal wildlife trade, illegal mining, illegal logging, illegal fishing and illegal
movement and disposal of waste and hazardous substances, among other activities and
noted that these activities are closely interlinked with other serious crimes and exacerbate
challenges undermining sustainability and development objectives. In this regard, the
Ministers called for strengthened cooperation among BRICS Member States to address
these crimes, including through enhanced information sharing, legal and institutional
capacity building, law enforcement efforts, and to reinforce these efforts through
synergies with multilateral frameworks for combating crimes that affect the environment.

52.The Ministers recognized that BRICS countries are key players in world food production

and, as such, have a critical role in enhancing agricultural productivity and sustainability,
and ensuring global food security and nutrition. They also recognized that family farmers,
including smallholders, pastoralists, artisanal and small-scale fishers and aquaculture
producers, indigenous peoples and local communities, women and youth, are essential
for advancing sustainable agricultural practices and the transformation of systems. They
recognized that mechanization and technological innovation especially in small-scale
agriculture, including information and digital innovations, are strategic opportunities for
reducing the drudgery of work, increasing productivity and improving standards of living,
enhancing resilience, and accelerating the sustainable transition. The Ministers stressed
the importance of minimizing disruptions and promoting rules-based trade in agriculture
and fertilizers with the view to ensure a continuous flow of food and essential inputs for
agricultural production which should be exempted from undue restrictive economic
measures, inconsistent with WTO rules, including those affecting producers and
exporters of agricultural products as well as business services with regard to international
shipments, including those affecting producers and exporters of agricultural products as
well as business services with regard to international shipments. They acknowledged the
importance of continued elaboration of the initiative to establish a grain trading platform
within BRICS (the BRICS Grain Exchange) and its subsequent development and
expanding into other agricultural products and commaodities.
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53.The Ministers welcomed the convening of the Second United Nations Food Systems
Summit Stocktake (UNFSS+4), which Ethiopia hosted successfully in Addis Ababa from
27-29 July 2025. They recognized the Summit provided an opportunity to assess
progress, renew global solidarity, and connect high-level ambition with local action —
advancing food systems transformation as a cornerstone of sustainable development and
accelerating sustainable, inclusive, and resilient food systems transformation.

54.The Ministers recognized the key role of critical minerals for the development of zero- and
low emission energy technologies, energy security, and resilience of energy supply
chains. They reaffirmed the need to promote reliable, responsible, diversified, resilient,
fair, sustainable, and just supply chains of such minerals to guarantee benefit sharing,
value addition and economic diversification in resource-rich countries, while fully
preserving sovereign rights over their mineral resources, as well as their right to adopt,
maintain and enforce measures necessary to pursue legitimate public policy objectives.

55.The Ministers reaffirmed the importance of BRICS people-to-people exchanges in
enhancing mutual understanding, friendship and cooperation. They acknowledged that
people-to-people exchanges play an essential role in enriching our societies and
developing our economies. The Ministers called for more efforts to respect diversity of
cultures, highly value inheritance, innovation and creativity, jointly advocate robust
international people-to-people exchanges and cooperation and recognized the adoption
of the UNGA resolution A/res/78/286 entitled “International Day for Dialogue among
Civilizations.

56.Acknowledging that BRICS countries have immense potential in the tourism sector and
offer promising possibilities for the growth and development of sustainable and resilient
tourism, including ecotourism. Ministers reaffirmed the commitment to expanding BRICS
cooperation, fostering innovation, and ensuring that tourism contributes meaningfully to
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals. They also welcomed the theme
of the 2025 World Tourism Day being commemorated on 27 September under the theme
"tourism and sustainable transformation".

57.The Ministers noted that the BRICS expansion reflects its influence, credibility, and
appeal as an important platform for inclusive global governance and for amplifying the
collective voices from the Global South. In this regard, they underscored the need for
enhanced coordination, continuity and support for a long-term institutional development
of the grouping.
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58.Given the BRICS expansion process according to the BRICS Membership Expansion
Guiding Principles, Standards, Criteria and Procedures, adopted at the BRICS Summit at
Johannesburg, South Africa, the Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to consolidate and
strengthen BRICS in line with the group’s spirit of mutual respect and understanding,
sovereign equality, solidarity, democracy, openness, inclusiveness, collaboration,
continuity, full consultation and consensus. They emphasized the importance of partner
countries contributing to BRICS cooperation in accordance with the Modalities of BRICS
Partner Country Category adopted during the BRICS Summit at Kazan, Russia. They
reaffirmed that institutional development is a continuous and dynamic process that should
reflect the group’s needs and priorities. They took note of the need to establish a common
BRICS database to facilitate access to relevant documents and background information.
They underscored their strong belief that extending the BRICS partnership with EMDCs
would further contribute to strengthening the spirit of solidarity and true international
cooperation for the benefit of all.

59. The Ministers expressed appreciation to India for holding the BRICS Ministers of Foreign
Affairs/International Relations meeting on the margins of UNGA 80. They extended their
full support to India for its BRICS Chairship in 2026 and the holding of the XVIII BRICS
Summit in India. The Ministers also looked forward to the Standalone Meeting of BRICS
Ministers of Foreign Affairs/International Relations in India in 2026.
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