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SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY
DEN SYDAFRIKANSKE AMBASSADE
COPENHAGEN - DENMARK
Gammel Vartov Vej 8, DK-2900 Hellerup, Telephone: +45 39 18 01 85, e-mail: copenhagen.consular@dirco.gov.za

REGISTRATION OF A DIVORCE ABROAD
There is no formal application for the registration of the divorce of a South African citizen, who got divorced abroad.

The Department of Home Affairs should however be informed of the divorce, so that the marital status and surname,
if it has changed, of a South African citizen may be updated on the National Population Register.

The following documentation must be submitted by each applicant. Mission
Please keep / submit the documentation in the order as listed below.

1 | Aletter from the applicant requesting the divorce abroad to be registered on the National O
Population Register
e The signed and dated letter must be addressed to the Director-General of the Department
of Home Affairs and include:
i. The applicant’s full name and identity number.
ii. The date and place of marriage that has been dissolved.
iii. The date and place / court that pronounced the divorce.

iv. The previous spouse’s full name and date of birth.
V. The applicant’s contact details (residential address, mobile phone number and
email address).
2 | The applicant’s original South African passport O
e A photocopy of the passport page with the applicant’s biometric data / a
photograph must also be submitted.
e The original document will be given back to the applicant.
3 | The applicant’s original South African identity document, if available g

e Aphotocopy of the document must also be submitted.
e The original document will be given back to the applicant.

4 | the applicant’s original divorce decree O

e Anapostille in terms of the 1961 Hague Convention must be affixed to the
document in order to prove authenticity.

e [f the original divorce decree is not in English, it must be translated into English
and certified as a correct translation by a sworn translator at the expense of the
applicant.

e Aphotocopy of the document and apostille must also be submitted.

e The original document will be given back to the applicant.
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Please note:

- There is no application fee for the registration of a divorce abroad and upon registration of the divorce at the
Department of Home Affairs in Pretoria, no certificate would be issued.

- Applicants may however verify their marital status at the Department of Home Affairs website to ensure that it is
indeed correct / updated or by sending an email to the Contact Centre: hacc@dha.gov.za.

- Applicants who require an official confirmation of marital status e.g. for the purpose of getting married, may apply
for a letter of non-impediment.
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